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WAR DEPARTMENT

Washington, D, C.

© 27 September 1945

. MEMORANDUM FOR BRIGADIER GENERAL JOHN MAGRUDER, USA:

By Executive Order dated September 20, 1945, the President
terminated the O0ffice of Strategic Serv1ces, effective 1 October
1945; transferred certaln of its personnel, records, property
and funds to the Department of State; and transferred the re-
malining functions, personnel, records, property and funds to the
War Department.

You are hereby appolnted as the representative of the Sec-
retary of War and the War Department to exercilise, administer
and operate (with power of delegation and successive redelega-
. tion where appropriate) the functions, personnel, records and
property which have been, or will be, transferred to the War
Department and the Secretary of War under the Executive Order
and to administer all funds allocated to you by the Budget 0Of-
ficer of the War Department, such operations to be known &as
Strategic Rervices Unit. Subject to the authority of and pol-
icles determined by the Assistant Secretary of War, and such
persons as he may designate, you will continue the program of
liquldation of those activitles and personnel so transferred
which are no longer necessary or desirable, and preserve as a
unit such of these functions and facilities as are valuable
for permanent peacetime purposes, or which may be required by
Theater Commanders or occupational authorities to assist in
the discharge of their responsibilities.

You will report to and receive instructions from the As-
sistant Secretary of War or such persons as he may designate.
Subject to the authority of the Assistant Secretary of War or
of the persons designated by him, you may have direct contact
wlth any -of the appropriate offices of the armed services or
government departments as may be necessary Tfor the proper per-
formance of your duties.

I would appreciate your informing all of your personnel

of the Importance which I attach to the achievement of the
objectives set forth in this memorandum.

/S/ ROBERT P, PATTERSON

Secretary of War
OSD REVIEW COMPLETED
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